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older world. Not one of the colonies, except
Rhode Island, was free from its manifestations.
Plymouth had two cases which came to trial, but
no executions; Connecticut and New Haven had
many trials and a number of executions, begin-
ning with that of Alse Young in Windsor in 1647,
the first execution for witchcraft in New England.
The witch panic, a fearful exhibition of human
terror, appeared in Massachusetts as early as
1648, and ran its sinister course for more than
forty years, involving high and low alike and
disclosing an amazing amount of credulity and
superstition. To the Puritan the power of Satan
was ever imminent, working through friend or
foe, and using the human form as an instrument
of injury to the chosen of God. The great epi-
demic of witchcraft at Salem in 1692, the climax
and close of the delusion, resulted in the imprison-
ment of over two hundred persons and the execu-
tion of nineteen. Some of those who sat in the
court of trial later came to their senses and were
heartily ashamed of their share in the proceedings.
The New Englander of the seventeenth century,
courageous as he was and loyal to his religious
convictions, was in a majority of cases gifted
with but a meager mental outfit. The unknown